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Supporting your child as they learn to read
As a parent you can play an important role in helping your child learn to read. Research shows children who are helped at home make better progress in school. 
1. Let your child hold the book and turn the pages. 
2. If your child makes a mistake let them get to the end of the sentence before saying anything. See if they correct the mistake themselves. 
3. If your child is stuck, give them time to think before helping (6-10 seconds). Tell them to try these things:
· look carefully at the letters in the words
· say the sounds and read the word (works for words like c-a-t not for words like said, was, they) 
· think what would make sense
· encourage your child to read the sentence again and have another go.
If you know your child cannot work the word out from the text TELL them the word. Don’t let them struggle. 
4. Praise your child – not just ‘Well done!’ but say what was good. ‘Well done you knew it did not make sense and you went back and put it right’ or ‘I like the way you read that with good expression and used the full stops to help you.’ 
5. Praise effort. If a reasonable alternative is given, praise it and tell them the correct word. 
6. If your child struggles on the same word during the reading, then tell them the word. This will keep the reading flowing and make it more enjoyable. 


7. If your child has difficulties, prompt with one of the following questions: 
· Does that make sense? 
· What would make sense? 
· What is happening? 
· Check the letters, does the word look correct? 
Remember – Reading the same book several times will help your child read fluently and with pleasure. 
Once you have read the book it is important to make sure your child has understood the story by asking questions like: 
· What might happen next? Why? 
· How is the character feeling? How do you know? 
· Would you feel the same? Why? 
· Which is your favourite character? Why? 
· Which part of the story did you like the best? Why? 
Children who are fluent readers must: 
1. Read daily at home, either reading aloud to parents or independently. 
2. Read a variety of books, understanding the content. 
3. Discuss the content of the book with parents. This will ensure the children are thinking about the story and events and understanding what they are reading. 
Children who are less fluent readers: 
1. Must read daily at home to parents. 
2. Should not struggle with the book and should find it fairly easy to read, as we want to encourage reading through experiencing success. 
3. Need to discuss the book with an adult in order to make sure they understand the story. 
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