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And just like that, the Autumn term is over! It's gone in a flash and what a wonderful start to 

my time at Defford it has been. It is a privilege to have been welcomed so warmly into the 

community.  

Looking back on this term, there have been so many lovely events: Ash class visiting 

Stratford; Oak class visiting the Roman fort; Pumpkin Patch; Christmas Fayre; Christmas 

Show; Star Academy performance. So many happy memories made around some fantastic 

learning in the classrooms. 

Looking to the future, we will be preparing next term for the imminent building work that is 

required for us to become a Primary school. It is sure to be a busy but exciting time.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our children, parents, staff, and community 

a very peaceful Christmas holiday and a very happy New Year.  

We look forward to welcoming you back in 2026! 

Mr Hanson 



Surprise Santa Visit 

 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Dinner 

 



 

 

The Friends Association 

We want to say a HUGE - THANK YOU!!!! to everyone that donated, volunteered and helped 

with our annual Christmas Fayre. We have raised £1,411.72 to go towards resources at 

Defford-cum-Besford CofE First School. In addition, we have received £750 from Ardonagh 

Community Trust through match funding via one of our parent's employers.  

Your generosity is so appreciated and will benefit the children greatly. Thank you again to all 

those involved in making this years Christmas Fayre such a huge success.  

Happy Holidays!! 

from the FA 



Star Project Spring term 

 

Dear Families, 

I’m excited to share our new flyer with key dates for our After School Clubs starting in 

January. The theme this term is K-Pop: Demon Hunters – a high-energy adventure that’s 

always a huge hit with our students! 

Inspired by the bold, dynamic world of K-pop, this term’s club is packed with fun, 

confidence-building activities through dance, drama, and singing. Children will learn 

powerful routines, explore creative storytelling, and work together to bring their own 

superstar energy to life — all while developing teamwork, self-belief, and stage presence. 

The first session will be Thursday 8th January 

Show day is: Thursday 19th March 

The final session will be Thursday 26th March which will be our after show party! 

You can now book your child’s place through our EVENTS WEBSITE 

If you haven’t already used the new site, you’ll need to create an account to enrol your child. 

Spaces are limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, so book soon to secure 

your spot! 

To book your place: 

https://thestarprojectevents.co.uk/


1. Visit     www.thestarprojectevents.co.uk 

2. Create an account or sign in 

3. Select ‘Enrol and Pay Fees’ 

4. Choose your relevant school 

5. Pay at checkout to secure your place 

Book Gift Guides 

 

Why not put a quality story or non-fiction book under the tree this year? A gift that is 

durable, sustainable and can be treasured for years. Also, a perfect way to get the children 

off screens this holiday! 

The following posters show a great range of gift ideas for all ages and interests. 

http://www.thestarprojectevents.co.uk/


Or visit Books for Topics 

 

 

 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/primary-school-book-gift-guide/


Willow class Christmas party 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

Transition Overview 

With the move to becoming a Primary School and catering for the education of children up 

to and including Year 6, we have been working with Worcestershire County Council, 

Pershore High School and other First and Middle schools who are going through this 

transition to ensure that the process is as smooth and trauma-free as it can be. 



Children across the country and in most of the county go from Primary schools (often quite 

small ones) up to large Secondary/High schools without any issue. However, we understand 

this can be quite strange and unfamiliar when many local families have successfully 

navigated the three-tier system. 

Worcestershire County Council have shared the following overview of what a successful 

transition process will include at various points in a child's education. We will be working 

with our local High schools to ensure that our children are properly equipped to start High 

School successfully when the time comes. There will be absolutely no disadvantage to 

children at our school and we are excited to be involved in this step in their education. 

 

Attendance 

Please follow this link if you are unsure if your child is well enough to attend school. 

Class attendance since last newsletter: 

Willow - 96.3% 

Birch - 95% 

Oak - 91.5% 

Ash - 96.7% 

Well done to Ash class! 

 

Whole School Attendance this year 

Defford-cum-Besford CE First School - 96.6% 

National - 95.3% 

Local Authority - 95.4%  

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/JN2526.079%20Delivering%20Better%20Value%20Transition%20Poster%20A3%20V5.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Tiny Happy People 

Tiny Happy People 

CBeebies Parenting has lots of free festive inspiration; from support on financial costs and 

sensory overload to navigating the “Chrimbo limbo” days between Christmas and New Year, 

there’s something for everyone. 

Resources include: 

Top tips for dealing with sensory overload at Christmas 

15 creatives way to have fun with cardboard and wrapping paper 

Festive games 

SENDIASS Christmas Tree in Worcester Cathedral Festival 

The SENDIASS ‘All About Me Tree’ is now available to view at Worcester Cathedral's 

Christmas Tree Festival! The tree stands as a celebration of difference and individuality and 

showcases the voices of local children and young people with SEND. 

SENDIASS have worked with the children and young people of Voices United Worcestershire 

and several local schools and settings to create this year ’s tree. 

The young people felt strongly that the tree should be accessible to everyone. The 

decorations include different communication methods such as text, pictures and braille and 

the tree includes different textures so that everyone can touch it, explore it, and read it in 

their own way. The young people created decorations that explain what is important to 

them or describe who they are. 

You can visit the SENDIASS tree (and all the others) now until 6th January 2026. 

Winter Health Resources 

Reminder to all parents / carers, if you give your child Calpol before school, please inform a 

member of staff when you drop off or email the office so that we can make sure the relevant 

teaching staff are aware. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/topics/c6206jn0yddt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zw8pg2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zd4strd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zjrc382
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/schools-education-and-learning/send-local-offer/send-news-feedback-and-co-production/co-production-and-how-get-involved-send/voices-united-forum


 

 



Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 6th January - Start of Spring term for children 

Thursday 8th January - Oak & Ash class STEM workshop 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - Half term 
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