
Defford and Besford CE Primary School 
Newsletter 22nd May 2026 
It's been such a busy half term and it's been wonderful seeing the children grow in their 

confidence and ability over this time. A big thank you to the FA for organising and running their 

summer disco yesterday. 

Have a wonderful half term and we'll see you in June! 

Mr Hanson 

Staffing Update 

After half term we will be welcoming a new teaching assistant to our school. Mr Weston is an 

experienced TA who will be supporting Birch class. 

There are some additional changes in September: 

Miss Hamblin will be leaving Defford to pursue new professional opportunities. We wish her the 

very best and know she will be sorely missed. We are currently advertising for a new member of 

the teaching staff and hope to appoint an excellent practitioner during this term. 

Mrs Brighton will be working an additional day in Willow class from September. This will allow 

Mrs Standing additional time to support the children at Defford in her SEND Coordinator role. 

Mrs Brighton and Mrs Standing will work closely together to ensure that our youngest children 

continue to have an outstanding start to their education. 

Mrs Phillips, who has been a lunchtime supervisor and teaching assistant will be leaving her 

school role but will still be part of our school community as a parent. 

 

As we move into September with a Year 6 cohort, there will be a few logistical changes to the 

timetable. However, most of the staffing positions will remain consistent through the year. This 

will be communicated next half term. 



Pershore Sea Cadets 

Ash class were pleased to welcome a representative from the Sea Cadets this week, who told 

them all about the organisation and the skills that the children would learn during their time as 

a cadet. Very interesting! 

 

 

 



Willow Bedtime Story afternoon 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



Friends Association Half Term Smartie Challenge 

 

Friends Association EGM 

The Friends Association will be holding an EGM on Tuesday 16th June at 2pm in school to 

enable them to change the name of the charity to the new school name. All parents and carers 

are welcome to attend. 

Attendance 

Please follow this link if you are unsure if your child is well enough to attend school. 

Class attendance since last newsletter: 

Willow - 82.9% 

Birch - 91.3% 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Oak - 89.6% 

Ash - 97.9% 

Well done to Ash class! 

 

Whole School Attendance this year 

Defford-cum-Besford CE First School - 94.9% 

National - 94.9% 

Local Authority - 95%  

Rob Clements - Guitar Teacher 

Rob, our guitar teacher who attends school and teaches on a Tuesday is releasing an album on 

22nd May.  

You can check out the links here: https://linktr.ee/thegoodwater Limited edition vinyl will be 

available from their online store from release day. 

Also they are marking the occasion with an album launch show at the Hare & Hounds 

(Birmingham). Details and tickets are up on our website.  

Rob hopes you enjoy the new record. 

If you are interested in your child taking up guitar lessons with Rob, please contact him directly 

via email - robclements44@hotmail.com 

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Holiday Fun 

 

https://linktr.ee/thegoodwater


The Hive Library - May Half Term events 

 

Dates for your diary 

Monday 25th - Friday 28th - Half Term 

Monday 1st June - Oak & Ash class bell boating 

Thursday 4th June - Ash Class STEM challenge at Bowbrook House School 

Tuesday 9th June - September intake Year R Parents information meeting 3.30-4.30pm 

Friday 12th June - Preschool Open morning 9.30-11am for prospective new families 

Tuesday 16th June - Friends Association EGM at 2pm 

Thursday 25th June - Oak & Ash class bell boating regatta (Swimming in the afternoon) 

Monday 29th June - Oak Class trip to Pershore Town 

Monday 6th July - Oak & Ash Class trip to RAF Defford museum at Croome Court 



Wednesday 8th July - Smash Hits concert for families of children who take part 9.30-10am 

Wednesday 8th July - Sports Day 1-3.15pm 

Friday 10th July - Transition morning 

Tuesday 14th July - Sports Day Reserve 

Wednesday 15th July - Oak & Ash Boundless Outdoors Activity Day 

Monday 20th July - Tuesday 1st September - Summer Holidays 
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